UFI forum to explore collaborative initiatives that are making
exhibitions more sustainable
Paris and Singapore, 21 February 2017 – UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry, will
hold a conference on sustainability in the exhibition industry, on 21-22 February in Singapore.
Entitled “Sustainability 2.0”, the UFI Educational Forum 2017 will show how venues and organisers
can collaborate with public authorities, businesses and associations to make exhibitions more
sustainable.
UFI Managing Director Kai Hattendorf says: “Exhibition companies in Asia are showing a particularly
keen interest in sustainability – and our forum is tailored to help them achieve success in this field...
In fact this is UFI’s third sustainability forum in Asia in three years.”
About 70 industry professionals from Asia and beyond are expected to attend the forum, which is
open to UFI members and non-members. It is hosted by the Marina Bays Sand and organised in
partnership with the Singapore Exhibition and Convention Bureau.
New longer programme
Packed with practical case studies and discussions, the programme has been extended to two days
this year by popular demand. The first day showcases how Singapore is tackling sustainability, from
governmental initiatives to the MICE industry. It includes guided tours of the venue and nearby
Marina Barrage, looking at energy and water conservation, waste diversion, and innovative
technology. Speakers came from the National Environment Agency and, for the event industry,
Globibo Marina Bay Sands, the MCI Group and Reed Exhibitions.
The second day will highlight best practices in collaboration:




At destination level, with presentations from Singapore, Taiwan, and Thailand
At venue level, with a presentation by Greenview of the latest edition of the global
“Green Venue Report”
And at the organiser level, with presentations from Experia events, Informa and UBM.

The sustainability forum comes just a day before UFI’s Open Seminar in Asia, from 23-24 February,
a must-attend event for the Asia-Pacific exhibition industry and other business leaders investigating
opportunities in the region.
UFI and sustainability
“UFI puts sustainability at the heart of its work: we pool our experience and work with experts to
launch diverse, valuable initiatives helping companies make the exhibition industry more
sustainable,” says Michael Duck, Executive Vice President, UBM Asia, Hong-Kong, and Moderator of
the forum. Mr Duck is Former Chair of UFI’s Sustainable Development Committee, an international
group of 23 UFI members.
One such project is the newly published UFI Report on Best Practices in Sustainability, which
showcases 41 best practice cases, with solutions ranging from solar panels on roofs, waste reduction
and taxi-bikes, to innovative strategies for cost-saving, participant engagement and sustainability
reporting.
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Beside the venue and the supporting organisations already mentioned, UFI would also like to thank
the badge sponsor U-Win, and the welcome dinner sponsor SINGEX.
For detailed info about the event, go to www.ufi.org/singapore2017.
For general info on UFI actions around sustainability please go to www.ufi.org/susdev
***
About UFI - The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry UFI is the leading global association of the world’s tradeshow
organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and
selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of
its members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents around 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and
also works closely with its 55 national and regional association members. More than 700 member organisations in 84
countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI
approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international
business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities.
For more information please contact:
UFI Headquarters
Angela Herberholz, UFI Marketing and Communications Manager
Email: angela@ufi.org
Tel: +33 (0) 46 39 75 00
www.ufi.org
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