
 

   

UFI statement on US travel ban 

 

Paris, 1 February 2017 – U.S. President Donald J. Trump has issued an order to temporarily ban 
visitors from seven countries from entering the United States. On this matter UFI, as the Global 
Association for the Exhibition Industry, states:  

Latest UFI research shows that more than half of the companies in the US exhibition industry are 
expecting a negative impact from recent political developments in the world, including the outcome of 
the U.S. presidential elections. This endangers the recent solid growth of the U.S. exhibition industry. 

Dr. Andreas Gruchow, UFI President, comments: “International exhibitions rely on the free exchange 
of goods and ideas, and on business people from all around the world having access to these unique 
market places. Most leading exhibition markets aim to become ever more international to serve these 
needs, and to grow as businesses. As countless impact studies show, this growth hugely benefits 
local, regional, and national economies, who benefit from the direct business that exhibitors and 
attendees bring to town. Exhibitions are not only good businesses - they are also an enormous 
catalyst for economic growth. 

Dr. Gruchow continues: “As the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry, UFI is always 
promoting free exchange of ideas and travel for mutual benefit. As an industry, we are representing 
billions of USD in direct and indirect economic investments. We call upon associations and 
businesses in our industry to also make their voices heard on this matter, and we stand ready to 
support them through activities like ‘Global Exhibitions Day’ on June 7.” 

 

 

  

*** 

 
About UFI - The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry UFI is the leading global association of the world’s tradeshow 
organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and 
selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of 
its members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents around 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and 
also works closely with its 55 national and regional association members. More than 700 member organisations in 84 
countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI 
approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international 
business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities. 
 
For more information please contact: 
UFI Headquarters 
Angela Herberholz, UFI Marketing and Communications Manager 
Email: angela@ufi.org 
Tel: +33 (0) 46 39 75 00 
www.ufi.org 

 


