
 

 

A new partnership for the exhibition industry in 
Australasia 
 

- UFI, EEAA sign Memorandum of Understanding 
- Both associations will collaborate in areas including education, research, 

advocacy, and talent development to create additional value for the 
exhibition industry 

 
Paris / Sydney, 19 September 2017: UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry and EEAA, the 
Exhibition and Event Association will strengthen their existing collaboration to create additional value for the 
exhibition industry in Australasia, and to connect that region better to the global community of exhibition 
industry professional. 
 
The leadership of both associations signed a memorandum of understanding in Sydney outlining the scope and 
priorities of their planned areas of cooperation. Based on this agreement, both associations will announce the 
first activities at the upcoming UFI Global Congress in Johannesburg, South Africa from November 1 – 4. 

Kai Hattendorf, UFI’s Managing Director/CEO welcomes the extended cooperation, remarked, “It is UFI’s 
mission to connect and serve the exhibition industry globally. Our collaboration with the EEAA will allow both 
our associations to do this more efficiently. We will collaborate on research, education, talent development, and 
peer to peer exchanges - working to connect industry professionals from Australia with the industry in Asia and 
globally." More than 60 national and regional exhibition industry associations from all over the world are UFI 
members creating a unique global network. Partnerships like the one we’re announcing today go deeper based 
on shared projects and activities. At UFI, we look forward to bringing more of our insights and benefits to the 
industry in Australasia, and also on sharing best practises and initiatives from EEAA members with the UFI 
community.” 

Joyce DiMascio, Chief Executive, Exhibition and Event Association of Australasia (EEAA) commented:  “There 
is more gravitas when associations collaborate. We are delighted to formalise a stronger partnership with UFI 
and deepen our engagement with the global event industry. The exchange of the MoU today opens up the way 
for closer collaboration between our two organisations. There is a strong alignment between our associations – 
we both share a commitment to supporting and developing the business opportunities of our members and 
advocating for the value of the sector to government and the broader business community – and I look forward 
to working more closely with UFI for the benefit of our respective organisations and the members we serve.” 

UFI is serving it’s more than 270 industry members in Asia-Pacific through the association’s regional office in 
Hong Kong, representing tens of thousands of exhibition industry professionals. The annual “Asia-Pacific 
Conference” brings together our industry’s international business leaders in the region. The 2018 edition will 
take place March 1-2 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. UFI is also producing annual statistics and market reports for 
all the major markets in Asia Pacific jointly with BSG. UFI members also benefit from educational programmes 
like the recently launched Venue Management School in Shanghai and Focus Meetings. 

UFI’s latest research on the development of the exhibition industry in Asia/Pacific shows that Australia’s trade 
fair industry grew by 3.1% in 2016. Concerning future growth, Mark Cochrane, UFI’s regional Manager for 
Asia/Pacific commented: “We predict faster growth for the Australian exhibition market in the coming years. In 
2017, Australia’s economy is forecast to grow by 3.1%. The Australian trade fair market, however, should 
outperform the broader economy following the opening of the new venue, ICC Sydney in December 2016.” 
In addition, the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre is scheduled complete work on its expansion project 
in 2018 adding 20,000 m

2
 of event space. Those two investments in vital venue infrastructure should result in 

stronger growth rates over the next two to three years.”  

 



 

 

 

Attachment: Picture of Kai Hattendorf, UFI Managing Director/CEO and Joyce DiMascio, EEAA Chief Executive 
sign MoU.  

 

*** 
About UFI - The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFI is the leading global association of the world’s tradeshow 

organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and 

selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of 

its members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents around 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and 

also works closely with its 58 national and regional association members. More than 700 member organisations in 85 

countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 950 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI 

approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international 

business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities. 

For more information please contact: 
UFI Headquarters 
Angela Herberholz, UFI Marketing and Communications Manager 
Email: angela@ufi.org 
Tel: +33 (0) 46 39 75 00 
www.ufi.org  
 
About EEAA 

The Exhibition and Event Association of Australasia (EEAA) is the peak industry Association representing Organisers, 
Association Organisers, Venues and Suppliers within the exhibition and event sector. The EY study, The Value of Business 
Events to Australia, shows in 2013-14, there were 2,157 exhibitions staged in Australia, attracting 9.3 million visitors and 
over 65,000 exhibitors. The total direct expenditure from exhibitions was $3.1 billion and these events contributed direct 
value add of $1.5 billion and generated over 21,000 full time equivalent jobs. 
The work of our Association and our Members is a testament to the Power of Exhibitions as a driver of the economy and in 
particular economic development, trade and export, employment, visitation and knowledge sharing. A not-for-profit 
organisation, EEAA works to ensure industry growth by encouraging high industry standards, promoting the professionalism 
of EEAA Members and highlighting the unique business opportunities which exist through exhibitions. 

Read more about EEAA, our advocacy work or view the Power of Exhibitions video. 

 
For more information please contact:  
Joyce DiMascio, EEAA Chief Executive: 02 9413 9520 or 0412 869 229 or Rebecca Ius, Events and Marketing Executive: 
02 9413 9520 

http://www.ufi.org/
https://eeaa.com.au/who-we-are/our-association/
https://eeaa.com.au/what-we-do/growing-our-industry/advocacy/
https://eeaa.com.au/what-we-do/our-campaigns/the-marketing-power-of-exhibitions/

