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	Company Organized By: Informa Plc
	Initiative Title: AfricaCom - Supporting the SDGs by inspiring audiences to accelerate how technology and connectivity can create economic empowerment and social mobility.
	Initiative Summary: AfricaCom uses the aims of the SDGs to inspire its content and its audiences, especially SDG 1, SDG 8 and SDG 9.  It is the largest digital communications event in Africa, connecting 15,000 people with the networks and knowledge they need to accelerate Africa's progress in the 4th industrial revolution - creating economic development as well as social empowerment through increased digital connectivity. All attendees at AfricaCom were also provided with a free online collection on SDG related contents on social enterprise and sustainable development from Taylor & Francis. This is supporting Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and Lifelong Learning (LLL) in sustainable development.
	Partnerships: This initiative has not only involved collaboration between different Informa divisions (events & publishing), but building partnerships with exhibitors to join forces and find common solutions to some of the underlying SDG challenges the industry is facing.   

AfricaCom also introduced “Leaders In Africa Summit” where the most influential members of our community meet for off-the-record debates about the challenges to achieving economic and social prosperity through digital inclusion.
	Description: AfricaCom provides a platform where the technology sector in Africa can come together to work out how to deploy digital communications, such as broadband and mobile, to ensure Africa gets wider and faster access to the Internet. The conference champions start-ups and SMEs from Africa, and is an incubator for the architects of Africa’s digital future. The event offers a three-day programme of features, linking international investors, venture capitalists and industry mentors with growing businesses and budding entrepreneurs. It aims to help entrepreneurs in the tech sector develop their skills and attract investment from outside of the area. 

The World Bank tells us that every 10% of broadband penetration can lift GDP by up to 1.4% and we believe it can provide benefits especially to the poorest portions of society by providing access to education, banking services and stimulate small business growth. This is emphasized in SDG targets on developing a resilient infrastructure for economic development and increased human well-being in developing countries (SDG9.1, 9.6, 9.8, 8.2 and 1.6). 85% of AfricaCom delegates tell us that the networking and knowledge the show provides make them more effective at addressing the challenges within the SDGs.

The focus areas of the conference are: 1. Digital Inclusion (ensuring individuals and disadvantaged groups have access to, and skills to use, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) enabling them to participating in and benefitting from the growing knowledge and information society) 2. Economic development:  transforming Africa's economy through technology. For example, the need for agritech is significant since 1/3 Africa's economy depends on agriculture. Also, supporting tech start-ups, young entrepreneurs and social business. 3. Tech to tackle Africa’s healthcare challenges:  improving the lives of people through technological advances in medicine and healthcare services such a telehealth and teleconsultations.

Two of Informa’s divisions have even joined forces in an experiment on how their product offerings complement each other, and not only add value to the customer experience but also strengthen our contribution to the SDGs. Where growth and success comes, thoughts of sustainable development and responsible business always need to be present. A selection of book chapters on social enterprise and sustainable development from our publishing partners at Greenleaf Publishing and Taylor & Francis Routledge was therefore provided to all delegates free of charge.
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