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	Company Organized By: Informa Plc
	Initiative Title: Futurecom supports the SDGs by boosting people with disabilities in the labor market
	Initiative Summary: Inspired by some of the challenges described in the SDGs on "No Poverty" (SDG1), "Quality Education" (SDG4), "Decent Work and Economic Growth" (SDG8), and "Reduced Inequalities" (SDG10), Futurecom has launched “Hackathon Futurecom - Challenge Almaroma”. The aim of this Hackaton is to increase the participation of people with disabilities in the labor market, giving them access to education, healthcare and better life quality. Being the leading Latin American B2B event for Telecommunications, Communication and Information Technology, Futurecom is the perfect platform for sch initiatives. Participants of “Hackathon Futurecom - Challenge Almaroma” were invited to create projects using new technologies and concepts addressed at Futurecom (such as IOT, 5G, Big Data) to boost the participation of people with disabilities in the labor market and in society in general. 
	Partnerships: Hackathon Futurecom - Challenge Almaroma was launched as a multi-stakeholder partnership with FIAP (University of Technology of São Paulo) and Almaroma (a Brazilian company that encourages entrepreneurship for people with disabilities).
	Description: According to a recent study by the World Bank, there are at least 50 million people with disabilities in Latin America. Their access to education, employment and health care is very limited - only 20 to 30% of the children have access to education and 10 to 20% of the adults are employed. Moreover, less than 20% are protected by health services. This is a challenge that is widely recognized in the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (e.g. SDG1.4, 4.5, 4.8, 8.5, 10.2) and a challenge Futurecom decided to help solve.

Participants of “Hackathon Futurecom - Challenge Almaroma” were invited to create projects using new technologies and concepts addressed at Futurecom (such as IOT, 5G, Big Data) to boost the participation of people with disabilities in the labor market and in society in general. Each project proposed practical ways to train and help people with disabilities to get a profession, as well as to develop their autonomy and independence. The ultimate goal being to build confidence for the entire families, making them self-sufficient while also boosting training and entrepreneurship.

All participants got to present their projects in the Innovation Area, and the three best projects were selected based on the following criteria:
• Consistency with the proposed challenges
• Applicable / feasible solution
• Degree of innovation
• Degree of social impact
• Scalability

The final stage of the “Hackathon Futurecom - Challenge Almaroma” consists of the actual implementation of the chosen projects. The implementation is currently being organized by Almaroma executives and mentored by local technology experts. Once tested and approved, the solution will be presented and rolled out to the market, where new versions can be developed and complemented according to user needs.
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	Future Partnerships: Note: This information is optional and confidential. It is collected as an experimental exercise this year, in order to assess the needs and possible networking services.


