UFI launches its first comprehensive overview
of the Latin American exhibition industry


Trends identified from survey results of 126 companies in 17 markets



Economic performance varied in 2019, slow economic indicators in some countries while
recovery in others



Strategic partnerships are first option for organic growth in the region



61% of venues engaged in renovation or enlargement processes in the last 3 years

Paris – 19 November 2019: UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry, has launched its first indepth research study of the exhibition industry in Latin America. The research provides neutral, up-to-date
information on the exhibition industry in Latin America, and will support the future activities of UFI members and
the wider industry in the region.
The first edition of the research was released during the UFI Global Congress 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand, on 69 November. Covering 17 markets in Latin America, it provides an economic overview of the region and current
industry trends, as well as comprehensive data on the exhibition infrastructure across the region.
A second edition of the research will be released during the UFI Latin America Conference 2020 in Buenos Aires
(Argentina) on 20-21 April. This updated edition will be expanded to include data on exhibition organisers, service
providers, and convention and visitor bureaus.
Relevant as of September 2019, the data covered in the report offers real value to existing and potential UFI
members who are either operating in Latin America or looking to do business with the region. It will also help to
further position UFI as a knowledge leader within the industry.
José Navarro Meneses, Regional Chair Latin America says: “We are happy to welcome this report, the first of
its kind done by UFI, and a testimony to the ever-growing support UFI provides to its members in Latin America.
Over the past two years, we had a very successful Regional Conference in 2018, and now this essential research
report. Both highlight the flourishing exhibition industry in the region and signal the expected benefits of the
upcoming UFI Regional Conference in Buenos Aires in April.”
Ana Maria Arango, UFI Regional Manager Latin America, says: “I am pleased to announce this exciting
research, which will give companies a clear and in-depth understanding of the entire exhibition industry in Latin
America. The region offers an array of opportunities to both local and international businesses, and this research
is a key part of UFI’s activities to help to develop the exhibition industry in the future.”
The research is available to UFI members as of 19 November 2019.
UFI offers reliable data and insights for members and the industry at large as research is a core element of our
association's mission. Find out more about UFI’s research at ufi.org/research/
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About UFI – The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFI is the leading global trade association of the world’s
tradeshow organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations,
and selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests
of its members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents around 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and
also works closely with its 60 national and regional association members. Almost 800 member organisations in 89 countries
around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 1000 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI approved

label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international business
community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities.
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