
 

 

UFI strengthens its commitment to sustainable 

development
 

Paris – 12 November 2019: As the issue of sustainable development (”SD”) continues to gain momentum 
worldwide, it has become increasingly important for businesses and industries to play their part in contributing to 
the global Sustainable Development Goals. To support this, UFI, the Global Association of the Exhibition 
Industry, is pleased to announce a new range of assets, initiatives and activities to support and guide the 
sustainable development efforts of UFI members and the exhibition industry globally. These were presented to 
members last week at the 86th UFI Global Congress in Bangkok (Thailand). 

“Making our industry sustainable in all aspects of the word is vital to not only our future but it is a moral 
obligation to the sustainability of our planet too”, says Mary Larkin, President Diversified Communications 
USA and UFI’s President. 

UFI has been active on sustainable development issues since 2008, and is further strengthening its focus and 
commitment to sustainability with the launch of assets and activities over the coming 12 months in all the areas of 
activities of the association: From education to research, from advocacy to events. All activities are aimed at 
empowering UFI members to drive and develop their own initiatives and actions. 

These will be aligned under a new guiding mission statement on sustainable development, that reads: 

“UFI represents and serves an industry built on connecting markets and fostering trade for the greater good - an 
industry built on sustainable development principles. 
As such, UFI is committed to driving and supporting sustainable development among our global membership and 
the exhibition industry at large. 
In line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, UFI has integrated sustainable development 
initiatives in all of our activities - from events to education, from research to advocacy. 
Our engagement in providing tangible solutions for sustainable development makes UFI a trusted and viable 
partner for governments, markets and non-profits.” 

 
Among other initiatives, UFI will hold a dedicated UFI Forum on Sustainable Development in May 2020, and is 
integrating sustainable development themes across many of its other 2020 events, including the UFI European 
Conference and Global Exhibition Day, which will promote sustainable development as one of its three key 
themes. The UFI Awards, open for entries until 6 March 2020, will feature a dedicated Sustainable Development 
Award, recognising best practices in waste management.  

Two key pieces of UFI research on sustainable development will also be updated in the coming year, including a 

report on the exhibition industry and the Sustainable Development Goals, and the Compendium on Sustainable 

Development in the Global Exhibitions Industry. 

To facilitate identification of these elements for UFI members and the industry at large, UFI is also introducing a 

designated visual for SD driven activities, based on the iconic UFI mercury. 

More information about UFI’s commitment to sustainable development can be found at www.ufi.org/susdev  

Attachments: Designated visual for SD driven activities 
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*** 

About UFI – The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFI is the leading global trade association of the world’s 
tradeshow organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, 
and selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests 
of its members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents around 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and 
also works closely with its 54 national and regional association members. Over 800 member organisations in 87 countries 
around the world are presently signed up as members. More than 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI approved 
label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international business 
community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities. 

For more information, please contact:   
UFI Headquarters,   
Justine Evans, UFI Marketing and Communications Manager   
Email: justine@ufi.org   
Tel: +33 (0)1 46 39 75 00   
www.ufi.org   
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