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OVERVIEW OF 
EXHIBITIONS VOLUME 
AND DIRECT SPENDING
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EXHIBITIONS 
SUMMARY DATA
Exhibitions generated €6.3 billion of direct 
spending and sold 4.7 million net square 
meters in 2018.



EXHIBITIONS
SUMMARY DATA
Exhibitions generated approximately 
€4,096 in direct spending per square meter 
of venue capacity in Spain in 2018.
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ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Spain’s exhibitions sector supported €13.0 
billion of total output (business sales) in 
2018.



ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Exhibitions generated approximately 
€159,000 in total output per exhibitor 
in 2018.
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RESEARCH APPROACH
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EXISTING IMPACT 
STUDIES AND THIRD-
PARTY DATA
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Country Study year Report title Sources

Australia 2015 The Value of Business Events to Australia Ernst & Young, Business Events Council of Australia

Canada 2014 The Economic Contribution of Business Events in Canada MPI Foundation Canada, Maritz Research, The Conference Board 
of Canada

Denmark 2012 Economic Contribution of Meeting Activity in Denmark Visit Denmark

France 2011 Étude sur les retombées économiques de
l’activité des salons en France et en Île-de-France

Atout France, CCI de Paris IDF, Comité des Expositions de 
Paris, DGE (Ministère de l’Economie), France Congrès et 
Evénements, UNIMEV-OJS, Viparis

Germany 2018 Overall Economic Relevance of Exhibitions in Germany Association of the German Trade Fair Industry (AUMA)

Guatemala 2017 Medicion de la relevancia economica de la industria de turismo de reuniones en 
Guatemala

STA Consultores, Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala, 
INGUAT (Instituto Guatemalteco de Turismo)

India 2017 Indian Exhibition Industry Report Indian Exhibition Industry Association

Mexico 2016 The Economic Relevance of Meetings in Mexico SECTUR (Secretaria de Turismo), Consejo do Promocion 
Turistica de Mexico, STA Consultores

Peru 2014 Peru, Destination for Meetings Tourism PROMPERU

Poland 2015 The Economic Impact of Poland's Meetings Industry Poland Convention Bureau, Polka Organizacja Turystyczna, MPI 
Foundation, MPI Poland Chapter

United Kingdom 2012 The Economic Impact of the UK Exhibitions Industry FaceTime & Oxford Economics

United Kingdom 2013 The Economic Impact of the UK Meeting & Event Industry MPI Foundation

United States 2018 Economic Significance of Meetings to the US Economy Oxford Economics, Events Industry Council

Existing 
economic 
impact studies



ECONOMETRIC
MODEL

Data description Sources

Business arrivals UNWTO (World Tourism Organization), various national statistical agencies

International business inbound travel spending IMF Balance of Payments

Domestic business travel spending Oxford Economics / WTTC (World Travel and Tourism Council)

GDP (gross domestic product) Haver Analytics, various national statistical agencies

Total population Haver Analytics, United Nations, various national statistical agencies

Per capita GDP Haver Analytics, United Nations, various national statistical agencies

Services industry gross output Various national statistical agencies, central banks, and ministries of finance

Whole economy gross output Various national statistical agencies, central banks, and ministries of finance

Data inputs for 
econometric 
model



ECONOMETRIC
MODEL
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
METRICS

Economic impact metric Estimation method and source

Economic impact 
metrics

Direct spending (direct output)
Existing impact studies
Estimates from econometric model

Net space sold (square meters) Existing UFI data

Total visitors Existing UFI data

Total exhibitors Existing UFI data

Direct GDP (gross domestic product) impact
Estimates of direct spending (direct output)
Economic data on whole economy & services industry gross output from national statistical agencies
Economic data on whole economy & services industry value-added from national statistical agencies

Direct jobs

Existing impact studies
Estimates from econometric model
Economic data on whole economy gross output from various national statistical agencies
Travel & tourism data & multipliers from Oxford Economics & WTTC (World Travel and Tourism Council)

Total economic impact, GDP, and jobs
Existing impact studies
Travel & tourism data & multipliers from Oxford Economics & WTTC (World Travel and Tourism Council)
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