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Eighth edition of Global Exhibitions Day
celebrated worldwide

- Global Exhibitions Day (GED) 2023 continues to serve as the single largest day of
awareness and advocacy for the exhibitions industry

- GED messaging again reached more than 100 countries and regions

- Next year’'s GED will take place on Wednesday 5 June 2024

Paris —9 June 2023: The eighth edition of Global Exhibitions Day (GED) took place on 7 June
2023, celebrating and highlighting the importance of exhibitions for all industries and societies.
In an extraordinary comeback from the pandemic slump, exhibitions have emerged as a
driving force that propels economies, fosters connections, and ignites innovation.

Under the theme “We run the meeting places and marketplaces for everyone”, this year's GED
campaign focused on the role exhibitions play as a facilitator in developing industries,
delivering strong economic and social benefits, offering a platform to work on solutions to the
climate crisis, and providing a sustainable way of doing business.

GED 2023 reached newer, wider audiences, showcasing the scale and reach of the industry.
It demonstrated that everyone in the exhibitions industry — from individuals to businesses, from
organisers to associations — has a role to play in shaping the global meeting and marketplaces
for customers of the future.

In the lead-up to the day and during, according to UFI's initial numbers*, GED activities
reached audiences in more than 100 countries and regions just online alone, with over 3,000
pieces of unique content — through social media posts, messages, and comments. Globally,
thousands used the #GED2023 hashtag to share their passion for exhibitions and to exhibit
the power of the industry to create lasting, global impact.

The campaign activated endorsements from government officials across the world, including
Hong Kong SAR, ltaly, Malaysia, Oman, the U.S. State of Nevada, and Spain. These
relationships are vital to advocate for the exhibition industry on a higher scale.

Leading global organisers Clarion Events, Comexposium, Emerald, Informa, RX, and many
others, weighed in on the significance of the industry in driving innovation, fostering
connections, and creating value for businesses. Industry associations from around the world
came together to share the importance of GED and to encourage others in their respective
countries to participate.

Michael Duck, 2023 UFI President, said: “It is so wonderful to see our community celebrating
Global Exhibitions Day around the world to emphasise the incredible impact of exhibitions on
our economy, society, and the environment. GED 2023 has reinforced the importance of face-
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to-face interactions as we see the campaign come to life with receptions, annual meetings,
outdoor activities, team photos, and countless other activations globally. Congratulations to
each and every one of you for your unwavering commitment and passion to the exhibitions
industry.”

Individuals and organisations globally coming together to host a kaleidoscope of events and
activities, and sharing their story in honour of GED 2023, is a testament to our industry
facilitating the meeting place and marketplace for everyone. Some of these activations can be
found on the GED website.

Save the date: Following tradition, next year's Global Exhibitions Day will be held on the first
Wednesday of June on 5 June 2024.

Thank you to our partner associations supporting #GED2023:

AAXO, AEFI, AEO, AEV, AFE, AFECA, AFIDA, AIFEC, AKEI, AMEREF, AMPROFEC, AOCA,
APPCE, AUIEC, AFEP, ABEOC, AUDOCA, AUMA, BICEIA, CAEC, CEFA, CENTREX, CLC
VECTA, CFl, EEAA, ECA, EDPA, EEIA, EFU, EMECA, ESCA, ESSA, EXSA, FAIRLINK,
FEBELUX,, FKM, fwd, GDFOA, HKECIA, IDFA, IECA, IEIA, IELA, IEOA, IFES, JEO, LECA,
MACEQOS, MECA, MFTA, MSM, ON-GO, PCEI, SACEOS, SBE, SCEIA, SECA, SISO,
SOKEE, SLAPCEO, SZCEA, TCEA, TEA, TECA, TFOA, UBRAFE and UNIMEV.

Thank you to Clarion Events, Comexposium, Emerald, Informa Markets, and Reed Exhibitions
(RX), who joined forces on a UFI media alert highlighting exhibitions as the driving force behind
the marketplaces of the future with an emphasis on evolving customer experience.

Thank you to our #GED2023 Campaign Partner TEMBO.

* Reach of company pages on social media tracked using BrandMentions based on hashtags
#GlobalExhibitionsDay, #GED2023, or similar. Figures are being calculated and will continue
to be added and collated over the coming days.


https://ged.eventmaker.io/en/index
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HIGHLIGHTS OF GED 2023 BY REGION

ASIA-PACIFIC

Bangkok International Trade & Exhibition Centre (BITEC) created a photo collage featuring
their four key values.

Exhibition & Event Association of Australasia hosted a GED networking event after their
Annual General Meeting and a special Australian Business Events Association (ABEA)
presentation at the Royal Randwick Racecourse in Sydney, Australia.

Exhibition Showcase Magazine interviewed Sonia Prashar, Indian Exhibition Industry
Association (IEIA) President and Deputy Director General, Indo-German Chamber of
Commerce in quick-fire session on the thrills of the exhibition industry.

Hong Kong Exhibition & Convention Industry Association (HKECIA) organised their
annual conference and dinner at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre with The
Honourable Bernard Charnwut Chan, GBM, GBS, JP, Chairman, Board of M+ Museum as a
special guest. They also had panel sessions on talent and manpower, artificial intelligence
sustainability and advocacy.

Indian Exhibition Industry Association (IEIA) spearheaded a national campaign “We run
the most effective meeting places and market places for everyone” and organised a
Networking Hi-Tea at the RE Walker & JC Chandiok Library, PHD Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in New Delhi, India.

Informa Markets in Asia featured videos from Michael Duck, UFI President and Informa
Markets EVP Commercial Development and Amy So, Program Director of Asia Sustainability
on the economic and social benefits of exhibitions.

Macau Fair & Trade Association (MFTA) launched a low-carbon action mini-program for
MICE, signed an MOU on “Carbon Inclusive Promotion in Macao Academies” and a
scholarship agreement with the Macau University of Science and Technology for MICE
students.

Malaysia Convention & Exhibition Bureau (MyCEB) celebrated the strong comeback of
exhibitions in Malaysia with a video featuring remarks from their Chair, Datuk Hajah Saraya
Arbi, Secretary General, Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia.

Shenyang New World EXPO shared a team photo celebrating the day.

Singapore Association of Convention & Exhibition Organisers & Suppliers (SACEQS)
organised a beach clean-up at East Coast Park to make our environment a cleaner and
greener place for all.

Thailand Exhibition Association (TEA) and TCEB Thailand Exhibition jointly hosted a
special discussion on the theme of “The New Frontier of Exhibitions” at Sapphire 202 IMPACT
Forum. Topics included regenerative exhibitions, technology and innovation for exhibitions,
and the changing landscape of exhibitions.



https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072082491985002496/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/eeaa_eeaa-2023-global-exhibitions-day-summit-activity-7067677862383783936-ZAnC?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/raghav-khosla_ged-indiacelebrations-interview-ugcPost-7072250005243256832-EuYo/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.exhibitions.org.hk/en/component/content/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indian-exhibition-industry-association/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/indian-exhibition-industry-association/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/indian-exhibition-industry-association_ged2023-globalexhibitionsday-ieia-activity-7072096196315475970-PCqf?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072021977409998848/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072021977409998848/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072384239157067776/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072150008011108352/
https://www.ufi.org/industry-resources/global-exhibitions-day/project/610/
https://saceos.glueup.com/event/global-exhibitions-day-saceos-beach-clean-up-79481/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxWNvEfGcl8Wgyc6uq9DjlsMeitZLJ-dZ7EQFNS5xV5S2URQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxWNvEfGcl8Wgyc6uq9DjlsMeitZLJ-dZ7EQFNS5xV5S2URQ/viewform
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VNU Asia Pacific celebrated with a video on the power of their people, one of whom included
2023 UFI Next Generation Leadership Grant winner Tehchad Kittiboonya.

EUROPE

Accademia Fiera Milano paid a tribute to young women who studied or are studying to enter
the world of exhibitions.

AEO Association of Event Organisers CEO Chris Skeith OBE shared his thoughts on the
power of exhibitions.

AEFI - Italian Exhibition & Trade Fair Association held a special event, celebrating its 40™
anniversary on GED around the key themes of internationalisation and tourism. Its celebration
included speeches by Maurizio Danese, AEFI President; Matteo Zoppas, President of ITA -
Italian Trade Agency; and Daniela Santanché, Italian Minister of Tourism.

AFE — Spanish Trade Fairs Association held a virtual board meeting and provided a
statement from Spanish Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism, Héctor GOmez.

Association of Trade Fair and Event Organizers in Finland circulated a press release
stating the strong growth in trade fair activity with almost 250 percent growth in income and
employment in 2022 over 2021.

AUMA - Association of the German Trade Fair Industry circulated a special edition of their
newsletter AUMA Compact celebrating three days of Global Exhibitions Day with a focus on
sustainability, starting with UN World Environment Day on 5 June 2023.

Comexposium shared a post celebrating their passion for creating extraordinary experiences.

Clarion Events celebrated the economic impact of exhibitions.

Exhibitions World ran a social media campaign in collaboration with InGo.

FEBELUX organised their Connecting Day 2023 + Algemene Vergadering followed by a fun
networking dinner celebrating GED at the Salons van Dijck in Mechelen, Belgium.

Fiera Milano shared their Sustainability Report 2022 and affirmed their commitment to the Net
Zero Carbon Events initiative to reduce their environmental impact.

fwd: Bundesvereinigung Veranstaltungswirtschaft focused on sustainability in their GED
video.

IFEMA Madrid shared a video highlighting the value of the global trade fair industry.

Informa Markets gave a spotlight on their recent Informa Awards where they celebrated and
recognized the incredible talent within our business.

International Exhibition and Convention Centre EXPO Krakow shared a video of their
team sharing their thoughts on creating exhibitions.

International Exhibition Logistics Association (IELA) ran a social media campaign with
their members to highlight the critical role of exhibition logistics companies.



https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072065612562255872/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072067574477303808/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/tehchad-kittiboonya-09b0b3123_ged2023-ged2023-ufi-activity-7071401376118951936-pghd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072150390351220736/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072160347444404224/
https://www.aefi.it/en/special-projects/ged2023/
https://www.aefi.it/en/special-projects/ged2023/
https://www.ufi.org/industry-resources/global-exhibitions-day/project/584/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/spanish-trade-fairs-association_ged2023-asocferiasesp-ferias-activity-7072118043539030016-obPY?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://messutsuomessa.fi/messutoiminta-vahvassa-kasvussa-tuloinjektio-elinkeinoelamalle-ja-tyollisyysvaikutukset-kasvoivat-liki-250-prosenttia-pandemiavuodesta/
https://news.auma.de/online.php?u=rGzalYk1899
https://news.auma.de/online.php?u=rGzalYk1899
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072201430836617216/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072201430836617216/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072201074564050946/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072246026165702657/
https://exhibitionworld.co.uk/celebrate-the-8th-annual-global-exhibitions-day-ged-7-june
https://www.febelux.com/febelux_event/global-exhibitions-day/
https://www.fieramilano.it/content/dam/fieramilano/documenti/lp-investor-relations/documenti-non-finanziari/2022/FM_DNF_2022_HR.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7071423472320528386/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072067149535539200/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072067149535539200/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072179936001691649/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072231336333234177/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072175021929996288/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/iela-international-exhibition-logistics-association_ged2023-globalexhibitionsday-exhibitionindustry-activity-7072128884984410113-CBGc?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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International Federation of Exhibition & Event Services (IFES) celebrated with their
members all around the world with a photo collage.
Iteca Exhibitions in Uzbekistan shared a team photo to celebrate the day.

Quartz Business Media created a "Future of Exhibitions” campaign featuring stakeholders
and their thoughts on the next 10 years of the industry.

The NEC, Birmingham launched their #HereForBusiness campaign to highlight the positive
impact of the exhibition industry on UK trade.

Union Francaise des Métiers de I'Evénement (UNIMEV/ French Meeting Industry Council)
organised a run at the Chesnaie du Roy pavilion in Paris, France.

MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA

Association of African Exhibition Organisers (AAXO) circulated a press release to
celebrate the power of connection and collaboration on Global Exhibitions Day. A members-
only GED panel was also held at the Gallagher Convention Centre in Midrand, Gauteng.

Cape Town & Western Cape Convention Bureau featured thought leaders and their views
on the economic and environmental value of the exhibitions industry.

Conceptz Ghana Events & AV posted their celebrations.
Djazagro shared a team photo greeting from Algiers.

Hannover Fairs Turkey Fuarcilik A.S. shared greetings from their portfolio events, such as
DOMOTEX Turkey and WIN EURASIA.

Istanbul Expo Center celebrated everyone who contributes to the organization of a fair.

Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre CEO Said Salilm Al Shanfari and Oman
Undersecretary of Heritage & Tourism H.E. Azzan Al Busaidi met at IMEX Frankfurt with UFI
CEO Kai Hattendorf discussing the impact and value of the exhibitions industry.

Qatar Tourism posted a video celebrated the diversity of exhibitions held across Qatar.

Saudi Conventions & Exhibitions General Authority celebrated the power of innovation,
creativity and global collaboration, and affirmed their commitment to develop the exhibitions
sector

AMERICAS

Asociacion Internacional de Ferias de America (AFIDA) held its 52" Annual Congress at
the FEXPOCRUZ in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, coinciding with GED.

Asociacion Mexicana de Recintos Feriales (AMEREF) and La Asociacion Mexicana de
Profesionales en Exposiciones, Ferias y Convenciones (AMPROFEC), with the support
of over 24 industry partners, organised a panel to celebrate GED 2023 at the Expo
Guadalajara, Mexico.


https://www.ifesnet.com/global-exhibitions-day-2023/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/itecaexhibitions_ged2023-exhibitionday-itecaexhibitions-activity-7072077139432415232-lZfT/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/quartz-business-media_globalexhibitionsday-ged23-tradeexhibitions-activity-7067855075053842432-Hnmb/
https://thenec.co.uk/press-and-news/global-exhibitions-day-nec-hosts-11-shows-in-three-days-as-it-launches-here-for-business-campaign/
https://www.be-for-event.fr/fr/run-unimev
https://www.ufi.org/industry-resources/global-exhibitions-day/project/590/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072215822659665920/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7069656418282258433/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072220527569887234/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072178133734424576/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/conceptz-ghanaav_ged2023-activity-7072247105536315393-Y-4n/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:ugcPost:7071859509744267264/?commentUrn=urn%3Ali%3Acomment%3A%28ugcPost%3A7071859509744267264%2C7072144005114785792%29
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072179183799402496/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072178273383833600/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/win-eurasia_win23-ged2023-ged-activity-7072181144225497088-9J6h?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072145839606906880/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ufi-association_ged2023-messetreff-globalexhibitionsday-activity-7068921864529567744-FBRD?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072149004741988352/
https://twitter.com/scega_sa/status/1666485255123992576
https://congresoafida.com/
https://www.amprofec.org/evento/ged2023
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Cluster MICE Tegucigalpa celebrated their first year anniversary together with GED with a
fun video at the InterContinental Hotel Tegucigalpa.

Emerald recognized the pivotal role of the exhibition industry in facilitating meaningful
connections and interactive moments for their customers and communities.

Eventia celebrated with a social post.

Exhibitions & Conferences Alliance (ECA) assembled nearly 100 industry leaders and
advocates from 24 states on Capitol Hill as part of Legislative Action Day in Washington DC.
Attendees focused on three policy areas where Congress can take on a leadership role to help
advance the business events industry and support the small businesses who rely on our
exhibitions, conferences, and trade shows. UFI CEO Kai Hattendorf, together with eight other
industry representatives met with Nevada Senator Catherine Cortez Cortez-Masto and other
Nevada state officials.

Exhibition Place Toronto celebrated with a team video.

InGo ran a social media campaign in collaboration with Exhibition World to drive GED
activations across the world.

Meet4impact shone a light on Intermoda’s strides to creating a sustainability and legacy
strategy that sparks social and environmental impact through their event.

Momentus Technologies shared a an article on best practices to delight exhibitors and
visitors at exhibitions and trade shows.

RLA LATAM with offices in Chile, Colombia, Pert and Panama shared a video celebrating
the day.

RX Mexico celebrated the day alongside their monthly sales meeting.

This is not an exhaustive list. Visit globalexhibitionsday.org to see more GED 2023 activities
and photo highlights.

About UFI—-The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFl is the global trade association of the world’s tradeshow
organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and
selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’'s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of its
members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents more than 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and
also works closely with its 60 national and regional association members. More than 820 member organisations in 85+
countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI
approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international
business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities.

For more information, please contact: UFI Headquarters: Email: media@ufi.org Tel: +33 (0)1 46 39 75 00 or http://www.ufi.org


https://www.ufi.org/industry-resources/global-exhibitions-day/project/594/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072421344222572544/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/emeraldx_ged2023-activity-7072287689185579008-9wl1/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072231142900281345/
https://www.exhibitionsconferencesalliance.org/press-releases/eca-legislative-action-day-brings-business-events-industry-leaders-advocates-capitol-hill
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ufi-association_ged2023-ufi-ged2023-activity-7070100018992406528-Jr7C?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072295107017773056/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072206860623237120/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072266133151600640/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7071938884292485120/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072239510402609153/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072398902917828608/
https://ged.eventmaker.io/en
file:///C:/Users/Géraud/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/SG11ZYXR/media@ufi.org
http://www.ufi.org/

