
 

  

 

UFI Asia-Pacific Conference unites exhibition 
industry leaders in Macau 
 

• Close to 300 exhibition industry leaders gather in Macau 

• Key issues discussed included sustainability, AI and changing event formats 

• Success of conference in Macau underscores importance of Greater Bay Area 

 

Paris / Macau – 12 March 2024: Close to 300 delegates from 20 countries and regions attended the 

UFI Asia-Pacific Conference in Macau. The annual event was held at The Parisian Macao and hosted 

by the Macau Fair & Trade Association. It took place from 7-8 March and was co-located with the first-

ever Event Directors Summit held in Asia. 

 

“This was our first time bringing this event to Macau since 2008. Both Macau and its MICE industry 

have grown remarkably since then. This year’s conference was particularly successful in bringing 

together UFI members and industry leaders from around the region, including approximately 150 from 

Greater China. A key theme explored in Macau was the emerging importance of the Greater Bay Area 

and growth opportunities for our industry in this region,” commented Mark Cochrane, UFI Asia-Pacific 

Regional Director. 

 

Ms. Synthia Chan, Council Chairperson for the Macau Trade & Fair Association, said, “What an 

honour it was to host the 2024 UFI Asia-Pacific Conference! It got our adrenaline pumping with fun and 

surprises! And as always it was a pleasure to work with the UFI team. We have been waiting for years 

to host this event again, and now I can honestly say it was worth the wait!”  

 

Over the two days of the conference, speakers covered key issues such as the rise of AI and its 

expected impact on exhibitions, the importance of implementing sustainable best practices, the 

evolution of event formats and the exciting opportunities emerging in China’s Greater Bay Area which 

includes cities such as Hong Kong, Macau, Shenzhen and Guangzhou.  

 

All sessions will be made available to UFI members and conference participants in the coming days as 

on-demand videos. 

 

Macau also saw the initial edition of the “Event Directors Summit” format in the region. Launched in 

Europe in 2023, this invitation-only summit connects show and portfolio directors across borders to 

discuss common challenges.  

 

Alongside the conference, UFI held numerous association meetings, including the Asia-Pacific chapter 

meeting and a session of the Associations Committee. UFI management also hosted a student 

delegation from Macau’s City University. 

 

In 2025, the UFI Asia-Pacific Conference will take place in Melbourne from 13-14 February, hosted by 

the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. 

 



 

  

 

As the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry, UFI organises annual regional conferences in 

Asia-Pacific, the Americas, Europe, and the Middle East & Africa, as well as the UFI Global Congress. 

 

Full details about the UFI Asia-Pacific Conference 2024 can be found on the event website: 

www.ufiasia.org. 

 

 

About UFI – The Global Association of the Exhibition Industry: UFI is the global trade association of the world’s tradeshow 
organisers and exhibition centre operators, as well as the major national and international exhibition associations, and 
selected partners of the exhibition industry. UFI’s main goal is to represent, promote and support the business interests of its 
members and the exhibition industry. UFI directly represents more than 50,000 exhibition industry employees globally, and 
also works closely with its more than 68 national and regional association members. More than 850 member organisations in 
87 countries around the world are presently signed up as members. Over 900 international trade fairs proudly bear the UFI 
approved label, a quality guarantee for visitors and exhibitors alike. UFI members continue to provide the international 
business community with a unique marketing media aimed at developing outstanding face-to-face business opportunities.  

For more information, please contact: UFI Headquarters: Email: media@ufi.org Tel: +33 (0)1 46 39 75 00 or http://www.ufi.org 
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